LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
(CONGRESS)

ORIGIN/CREATION

Article | of the Constituiton

Established by Article | of the Constitution, the Legislative
Branch consists of the House of Representatives and the Senate,
which together form the United States Congress.

POWERS/RESPONSABILITIES

Being:

The Constitution grants Congress the sole authority to enact
legislation and declare war, the right to confirm or reject many
Presidential appointments, and substantial investigative powers.

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Some of the former people: Sandy Adams (2011-2013),
Watkins Moorman Abbitt(1948-1973), Parmenio Adams(1824-

1827).
The House of Representatives is made up of 435 elected

members, divided among the 50 states in proportion to their
total population. In addition, there are 6 non-voting members,

g representing the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, and four other territories of the United States.
Members of the House are elected every two years and must be

Y 25 years of age, a U.S. citizen for at least seven years, and a
resident of the state (but not necessarily the district) they
represent.

SENATE

Some of the former people: John Barrasso (2007-), George
Cabot (1791-1796), Rufus Blodgett (1887-1893)

The Senate is composed of 100 Senators, 2 for each state. Until
~ the ratification of the 17th Amendment in 1913, Senators were
chosen by state legislatures, not by popular vote. Since then,

- they have been elected to six-year terms by the people of each
= state. Senator's terms are staggered so that about one-third of
the Senate is up for reelection every two years. Senators must
~ be 30 years of age, U.S. citizens for at least nine years, and
residents of the state they represent.

DEMOCRATIC VALUES




